
 
Aledo Independent School District 

GRADES 6-12 DISTANCE LEARNING 
School Name Aledo High School 

Grade Level Computer Maintenance, Grades 9-12 

Week of 04/06/2020 
*All assigned work due by Sunday at midnight 

 

(SUBJECT AREA) 
Week at a Glance 

Objectives for the Week (TEKS): 

§130.303. (c) (1) (C, E, F) Thinking critically, proper safety procedures, legal and ethical responsibilities 

§130.303. (c) (2) The student identifies various employment opportunities in the IT field (A, B) 

§130.303. (c) (3) The student applies academic skills to the requirements of computer technologies (A, B) 

§130.303. (c) (4) (C) Theories of magnetism, electricity, and electronics 

§130.303. (c) (4) (D) Hardware troubleshooting 

§130.303. (c) (4) (H) Components such as central processing units, storage devices, and peripheral devices 

§130.303. (c) (5) The student uses hardware design, operation, and maintenance knowledge and skills to 
identify major computer components 
 
 

Lesson Frame: 
We Will:  

1. View selected web sites and online videos that cover a wide range of computer technology interests, 
but that all relate to personal computer building and maintenance, and the personal computer industry 

2. Read and evaluate original course material and online articles and video about computer technology, 
the industry, and career opportunities 

3. Research and evaluate online simulations of computer maintenance simulation software for possible 
use in upcoming weeks 

 
I Will: 

1. Navigate to and enroll in a Google Classroom and explore its features 
2. Read and understand a set of online classroom guidelines, expectations, and responsibilities 
3. Navigate through list of topics organized by type of activity (e.g., building, repairing, and purchasing a 

PC) and areas of interest (e.g., mobile platforms, gaming/performance PCs, peripherals). 
4. Select which articles/videos to (a) skip, (b) skim, or (c) interact with and/or report on 

 
So That I Can: 

1. Successfully access online instruction, and understand the responsibilities of self-directed learning 
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2. Better understand my own learning preferences and possible avocations/ study / career objectives 
3. Learn practical tips (like troubleshooting ideas) and specific skills (like soldering or replacing parts) 
4. Familiarize myself with the personal computer, component, and peripheral markets 
5. Develop and/or feed my curiosity about computer systems, while understanding both pros and cons of 

21st-century technologies 
 

Estimated Time to Complete: 1 hour 

Resources Needed: 
The material will be managed in Google Classrooms, one for each section of AHS Computer Management 
(1st and 2nd period).  The material is organized in the form of an online tech periodical called NewPC 
Magazine, to contain original material and links to available, high-quality videos, online articles, 
manufacturer information, and product evaluations/tests/reviews.  My goal with this format is to allow each 
student to explore, and possibly contribute to, a broad range of technical information, selecting the most 
enjoyable and rewarding content. 
 
The May 2020 Edition will start as an outline draft with 40-60 links to 3rd-party content.  The expectation is 
that it will be completed by the end of April to be “published” to the classes and their families.  Copyrights of 
third-party content must be respected. 
 
Non-Digital Resources: 
None for this week.  Future lessons, if possible, might involve hands-on work with small electronic parts that 
I will supply (per approval by the district). 
 

Lesson Delivery (What do we want you to learn?): 

Delivery of both original and online content is through the online NewPC magazine (a PowerPoint document 
/ Google Slides document).  Topics will vary widely, from practical computer maintenance, to product 
performance evaluations, and even some fun peeks at old-school technologies, like a 1984 Commodore 
Computer game hidden in a track on an old vinyl music album.  Articles will also include social commentary, 
industry information, and a chance to consider the impact of technology on current events. 
 
 

Engage and Practice (What do we want you to do?): 

You will spend at least one hour this week viewing and interacting with the material.  Like any magazine, you 
do not read it cover-to-cover.  Instead, I expect you to choose the material that you find interesting and 
enjoyable, that peaks your curiosity.  You will choose one or more paths through the magazine’s 11 
departments (Engipreneur Spotlight, Focus on Mobile, Games and Simulations, Gaming PCs, How it Works, 
Makerspace, Motherboards, Music Technology, News, Old School Tech, and Test Bench).   
 
It is hoped that future lessons can include computer simulations and/or actual hands-on activities with 
provided materials. 
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Create and Submit (What do we want you to turn in?): 

Each resource will have opportunities for interaction, each of which accumulates points.  Points are 
determined by the relevance, value, and size of the content.  You will be expected to collect a minimum 
number of points each week.  During our first week of online class, interaction will be limited to critical 
thinking / writing opportunities, quiz questions, and short creative writing opportunities. 
 
You may also receive points by applying for and accepting one of the NewPC Magazine staff assignments 
(see next section). 
 

Optional Extension Opportunity (What do we want you to do if you want to extend your learning?): 

You will have the optional opportunity to apply for one of the “staff” positions for the magazine, if you would 
like to contribute.  Positions can include Creative Designers, Technical Writers, Photographic Content 
Manager, Web Designers, Product Reviewers, etc.  They are listed in the credits page, and of course limited 
by time available and the nature of the current shelter-in-place situation.  Once you see the online magazine 
format, please contact me if you are interested.  

 
 

 
 
 
 


